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Form modified based on material provided by the Steve Hicks School of Social Work at the University of 
Texas at Austin and utilizing GADE quality guidelines 

PhD Student Core Competencies and Expectations 

This document is intended to support Ph.D. students as they develop core competencies and expectations 

for the successful completion of their doctoral education.  Each of the suggested activities below can be 

completed as part of the student’s work with their mentor, or through their own development of an 

independent stream of research.  It is recommended that students review this form yearly with either an 
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RESEARCH:  Learn to 
use and apply appropriate 

and ethical standards for 

the responsible conduct of 

social work research  

  Complete IRB training  
Practice data management  

Develop expertise in data 

analysis 

 

* Descriptive statistics  
* Regression analysis  

* Qualitative analysis  

   (Optional 
Recommendation) 

Develop expertise in advanced 

data analysis  

 

*SEM 
*HLM 

*Advanced Qual 

 

  Participate 
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PEDAGOGY    Pedagogy course 
(required) 

 

  Guest lecture (required) 

 

  Pedagogy course (required) 
 

  Pedagogy course (required) 
 

  Develop a teaching philosophy 

statement 
 

 

Additional Comments:  Use as much space as needed. 

Click or tap here to enter text.  

 

 

 

Student Signature & Date:  

________________________________________________________________________  

 

Faculty Mentor/Chair Signature & Date:   

Click or tap here to enter 

text.________________________________________________________________________ 




